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Mary Jane O’Donnell, Chief 
NH/RI Waste Regulation Section

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION I

Dennis Huebner, Chief
NH/RI Waste Management Branch

Frank Battaglia, Environmental Engineer 
NH/RI Waste Regulation Section

Attached is a meeting summary for the Janaury 27, 1988 
public meeting on the RCRA Facility Assessment for
Ciba-Geigy. The agenda and handouts that were distrib
uted at this meeting are also attached.
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CIBA-GEIGY MEETING SUMMARY

DATE:

LOCATION:

To discuss the results of the REA report.PURPOSE OF MEETING:

ATTENDEES:

!

Attached with handouts.AGENDA:

MAJOR POINTS
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The public would like EPA to require Ciba-Geigy to conduct an 
off-site soil study along with a sediment study of the Pawtuxet 
River out to the Pawtuxet Cove.

To discuss public participation in the pro
cess and identify community concerns.

To identify and explain the next step in the 
corrective action process (RFI).
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Eric Palazzo, Director of Administration in Cranston 
Representative Irving H. Levin
Senator John F. Reed
Domenic Tutela, Environmental Consultant for Cranston
Stephen Majkut, RI DEM
Members of City & State Task Force
Residents & Reporters

January 27, 1988 
7:30 - 10:15 pm

There is concern that any consultant hired by Ciba-Geigy to 
study the site would be biased. Can EPA hire the consultant 
and bill Ciba-Geigy?

The public would like to have EPA/Ciba-Geigy conduct a health 
study of the residents around the facility. This study should 
go back 20+ years in its search for health problems of local 

; residents.

Representative Levin chaired the meeting which was attended by 
the City of Cranston and .State Task Force, as well as 20-25 
Cranston residents. After a brief introduction by Mr. Levin, 
Frank Battaglia discussed the topics on the agenda and opened the 
meeting for questions. The following questions/concerns were 
identified at this meeting:

The public would like EPA to be at the site at all times during 
the RFI study. The public feels that they can not trust the 
company. Will EPA’s oversite activities be well defined in 
the order?

Cranston City Hall 
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FUTURE ACTIVITIES:
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A meeting is also scheduled for February 3, 1988 with the City 
and State Task Force to discuss the corrective action process 
and the formal recommendations of city and state committees.
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There is concern that the corrective action process may not 
discover all contamination at the facility. What if 10-20 
years after corrective action is complete, more contamination 
is discovered at the facility? Does EPA have the authority to 
require Ciba-Geigy to clean up this "new" contamination?

Frank Battaglia and Steve Mangion are working on a draft 
3008(h) consent order. Craig Johnston is training a new lawyer 
to assume responsibility for legal support on this document.

The public is concerned that the area is too dangerous for 
children to play in. Can EPA require Ciba-Geigy to post danger 
signs on the fences surrounding the facility even though no 
determination has been made that there is danger?

i

Due to the significant community interest in Ciba-Geigy, EPA 
is developing a community relations plan which details expanded 
public participation procedures for this facility. Frank 
Battaglia has scheduled a meeting with local officials to 
discuss this plan. The meeting is scheduled for February 12,
198 8.




